
 

The United Nations in Lao PDR has facilitated the visit of the Special Rapporteur on extreme 

poverty and human rights, Professor Philip Alston, to Lao PDR in March 2019. The Special 

Rapporteur visited at the invitation of the Government of Lao PDR. His visit is the second in a 

row, following a fact-finding mission by the Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual abuse of 

children in 2017. These two visits took place after a long break since 2008, signaling the 

commitment to global human rights obligations. The UN in Lao PDR welcomed the invitation, 

which has been positively acknowledged in international fora, especially by those dealing with 

human rights and the UN.  

 

The United Nations Human Rights Council works with the UN Special Procedures that consist 

of special rapporteurs, special representatives, independent experts and working groups that 

monitor, examine and publicly report on thematic issues and human rights situations. It is 

important to note that Special Procedures experts work on a voluntary basis. They are neither 

UN staff, nor do they receive any salary for their work. They are independent from any 

government or organization and serve in their individual capacity as eminent experts. 

 

The UN would like to express its continued support and commitment to the national 

development goals of Lao PDR, and to the global Sustainable Development Goals and their 

underlying principle of leaving no one behind. While it is evident from development indicators 

that the lives of people in Lao PDR have improved over the recent years, significant challenges 

remain. The UN will continue to work tirelessly and closely with the Government to ensure 

development gains benefit everyone in the country, including the marginalized and the most 

vulnerable.  

 

The Special Rapporteur will submit his final report to the Human Rights Council in Geneva in 

June this year.  It is at his discretion whether to take the comments provided to him by the 

Government of Lao PDR and the UN in Lao PDR into consideration in his final report. The United 

Nations looks forward to consulting and working with the Government of Lao PDR to 



determine 

report.  


